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struck an officer with his stick; the officer came up,
took aim at him with the pistol and then exclaimed:
"No-one can avenge me but myself/* A few
moments after he shot himself through the head.
The opposition between the two monarchs
increased, and a deep abyss separated them; already
the first signs of the subversion of alliances were
appearing over the horizon. In his consciousness
of duty, and with prerogatives already powerful,
Louis XV never acted as a despot or an autocrat;
he disapproved of any attack on the rights of
the people, or act of brutality; the inheritor of
customs and laws enacted by many generations,
he insisted on their maintenance in their integrity.
Slanderous pamphlets worried him not at all; he
scorned them and did not stoop to prosecute them;
up till 1732 gazettes and mouth-to-mouth rumours
spared him; his youth, the rectitude of his private
Ltfe, the fulfilment of his duties, still preserved "him,
from the mud that was later to be cast on his name.

Speaking of the King, Marie Leczinska said:
"He has never been loved as I love him/* Louis XV,
when presented with a ravishingly lovely woman,
exclaimed: "The Queen is still more beautiful 1"
Mile de Charolais* attempts to lead her cousin
astray -were unprofitable; the suppers at the Chateau
de Madrid and the balls at the Opera left the
king quite unmoved. Still Barbier notes that
after a trip to Fontainebleau the king was noticed
to be dreamy and absent-minded; and gossips
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